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My name is Mary Kay Raftery. I woul-d l-ike to su
testi-mony today in favor of Senate Bill 185 to abofi
Montana's death penalty. I currently l-ive in San Jo
Cal-ifornla. I'm also a member of Callfornia People o
Worki ncr Acra i n5l the Death Pena'l f rz si nr:e 2002.uvq urr ! vtlqI uJ JJltvv

Our oldest son/ Paul- Raftery, was murdered December
8fh- 2OO6 in FIolon: Mnn1-rnr l-rrz l-r^ra \/^rrnd man lnnlrinrr fr:r, LLL II9f sIIqt |rVIILqIrq t VI UwV yVUllY ILLgII f VVAIIIY !v!

drrrn mnha\/ IJa hej nn mnnarr in hiS Wallet. I femembefrrsv irv rrrvrt9y

asking myself how f felt about the death penalty now. This
awf ul- deed didn't change my mind, and I was rel-ieved that
the rle:j-h non:'ll-rr w-eq na\zar :n nnl_ inn T r.'id lrar?ih^urru vEqLrr yErrqruJ wqo rlEVs! a!L vyLrvrr. J wctJ IIo.vIII9
conversations with Paul about my activities with the
California People of Faith, and he quietly told me he, too,
opposed the death penalty. This was while he was an active
Iaw enforcement officer. I was surprised, but very
gratified by his response. The family also opposes the
death penalty

I don't understand the concept of closure. After all,
putting someone to death, in my case, two peopl-e, will
never bring my sorely missed son back. The two murderers
received sentences of Iife with the possibility of parole
after 55 years, €ssentially a l-ife sentence. The family
felt justice had been served.

But I have a huge argument concerning the cost of the
cleaf h nena'l f rz, T .strono'l rz hef ieve that these funds could bep

better spent for the feast among us; the children, the
elderly, the mentally i1l, and all those families suffering
from foss of jobs, food and homes. Thank you for this
nnnnr+- rrni 1_ rr +1 sneak -i n fa1161 Of SB 185.Lv JyEqN f 11 rq v
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